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INTERVIEW WITH DAVID HANBURY, 
CLASS OF 1973 
[Side A of tape] 
Mary Graves  00:00 
...Graves and I am a member of the Student Alumni Council. I am talking with Dave Hanbury of the 
Class of 1973 at ISU at Homecoming activities on October 29, 1983. During this bit of oral history, we 
will be reminiscing about the way it was in '73. We hope that those who listen to this tape will enjoy 
hearing from the persons who have volunteered to record this bit of ISU history and will find it 
interesting and informative. First, Mr. David Hanbury, as you think back 10 years, what are some of the 
things that are foremost in your memory of what life was like then at Illinois State University? 
David Hanbury  00:40 
Life at ISU when I went here, which I was in college from '69 to '73, was probably not much different 
than it is now, the emphasis of people going into the curriculums were I think a little different then than 
they are now, there was a quite an emphasis on social sciences, a little of the edge was wearing off of 
elementary education, which ISU of course had made a name for itself in. There was a lot of social 
activity, and by that I mean two things, one light-hearted and one not-so-light-hearted. Normal in the 
entire time I went here was dry, there was no booze at all in Normal. You had to go down across 
Division Street in Bloomington to procure some libations for the weekend. That made a little difference 
in activities. The... it was during when I went to school here that dormitories first became co-
educational, up until then all dorms were segregated. The other part of the social life that was not so 
light-hearted was students obviously were greatly interested in the social turmoil that was going on in 
the late 60s and early 70s with particular emphasis on the Vietnam War. Those are the main things 
come to my mind. 
Mary Graves  02:17 
What do you remember about President David Berlo? 
David Hanbury  02:20 
David Berlo, I remember several things about him. He came to Illinois State from the University of... I 
believe it was Michigan State and previous to coming to Illinois State he had made a name for himself 
in the field of communication and he had written some very excellent texts in the area. I'm uncertain 
what his administrative background was. Things that I remember about what he did while he was 
president here were many, many of buildings on campus were either funded during Berlo's 
administration or built during Berlo's administration. Specifically, Julian Hall, Watterson Towers, the 
Student Center and Recreation Center were all started and completed while he was president. There 
were major renovations to like Horton Fieldhouse and Hancock Stadium—mostly a building program 
and he took down some buildings too, over where Watterson, I'm sorry, over where Hewett-Manchester 
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is at, just on the other side of there there's a little park now, there used to be a building there called 
Central School. The Central School provided the function which is now provided by the CVA building, 
which by the way is another building he's responsible for either getting started or completing. Central 
School was an old rustic structure that was about half a academic building and half-condemned and 
they had almost all of the art classes in there. And as it turned out, when I came to Illinois State, I 
roomed with five other guys, we had a great time. And one of the guys I roomed with was a PE major 
and an art minor. He was a wrestler on the wrestling team, and then he was also in commercial art. And 
he had a lot of classes in Central School. I remember Central School was torn down during Berlo's 
administration, and a lot of the art students really disliked that because they thought that a lot of the 
heritage and history of ISU went with that structure. 
 
Mary Graves  04:47 
Who are some of the professors and university administrative officials that you remember for special 
reasons? 
 
David Hanbury  04:55 
Most of the people that I dealt with were professors over in Schroeder Hall. I spent a lot of time in the 
Political Science Department which was my major. I minored in sociology and I spent a lot of time in the 
History Department too. People who come to mind in the Political Science Department, one of the 
individuals that I still am in contact with [inaudible] was the person, the professor was Joel Verner. And 
what I came to like about Joel Verner was really two things, one was he was one of the few people I 
ever had for a professor who clearly understood that the only reason you were going to school was to 
get a job and you really weren't enamored with all the academic activities that went on, you wanted a 
job, you want the cash, man, you got it. He was very good at helping students orient themselves 
towards the world of work. He was also one of the most outspoken individuals about social issues of 
the day, his views of American foreign policy and his views of the American government and life in 
general I thought were very direct, very incisive, he has a, I suppose, in very blue collar vernacular, he 
had a very anti-American attitude about many things that are sacred traditions in our society. He was 
one of the first people that ever exposed me to the fact that a lot of the policies that are carried out over 
this country in the area of foreign relations are extremely self-serving, highly, personally-motivated for 
our own capitalist interest and are all-together not in the interest of democratic ideals. In the History 
Department I had two people come to my mind one is Paul Holsinger because I took a number of 
classes from him, I was enamored with the fact that of four or five classes I took with him, he never 
used a note when he lectured, he lectured every fact from his head. He lectured everything he knew 
straight out of his own background. He had some great stories about his college experiences, which he 
interspersed very well with class lectures. His subject matter was very difficult, he did a lot in the area of 
constitutional history, civil liberties. He got a lot of civil rights issues, and those issues obviously were 
very pertinent during the time I went to school and his ability to recall the significant historical events 
without any aid of notes always amazed me. The other person in the History Department that I 
remember is Dr. Joe Grabill, he lived one of the freest, most happy lifestyles of any 45- to 50-year old 
professor I ever saw in many ways. Although in the economic and business community, I still admire 




Mary Graves  08:06 
Students today talk about how difficult it is to complete their education. How do you compare how it was 
during your years here to the way it seems to be today? 
 
David Hanbury  08:15 
I think it's very similar. I don't think there's hardly any differences at all. To the person who's in college 
full-time, there's tremendous demands on your time, one of the first things I think you realize when you 
come to college is that accountability for your actions is entirely up to you and you don't have anybody 
to help you with your decisions, you think things through for your own best interest and what's going to 
serve you in your education. You have to make your own division of time between social activities and 
studying. And I don't mean that to sound like somebody's parent, that's just a fact, we just grow into 
that, that's the way it is. The cost of going to college has changed significantly from when I went to 
college. It costs more now. I'm certain that it's just as hard for students to raise money today to go to 
school as it was when I went to school, I think that the activities and the demands that you have to go 
through in college are no less rigorous, or even more rigorous now than they were 10, 12, 15 years 
ago. The choices to be made there and the difficult decisions all reflect the person and not the 
circumstances. 
 
Mary Graves  09:32 
What kinds of extracurricular activities were important to you and to other students? 
 
David Hanbury  09:40 
The most common forms of activities kids engaged in on the weekend... they used—I don't know if they 
still do it—they used to have Capen movies and when I started at ISU movies over at Capen were free, 
cost nothing, okay? And then about halfway through you had to start showing an ID card to get in, I 
think by the time I got done you had to pay 25 cents. Capen had some really good movies that had only 
been out of the theater maybe only two or three months and it was super, you could go there and see, I 
remember seeing The Godfather and Soylent Green, me and a bunch of guys went and saw Soylent 
Green and we were all messed up and it was a great move to watch when you're just ripped to the gills. 
Poseidon Adventure, The Candidate with Robert Redford, all very good movies. That was very popular. 
The major sport people went to at ISU when I went here was basketball. I assume that's pretty much 
the way it is now. The big attraction when I went here was Illinois State at that time had a player who 
was an all-American candidate, he was one of the five best players in the country, Doug Collins, and I 
remember—he's the same age I am, and I had—he had a couple classes over in Schroeder Hall in the 
room next to mine, had a couple of afternoons to talk with him, he was almost like a celebrity on 
campus. He played on the US Olympic Team in 1972, he was a first round draft pick in pro basketball 
the year I graduated, they gave him some [inaudible] around like two million bucks or something like 
that. He was a big star on the basketball team, can still remember he played a game against Louisiana 
State University, it was a double overtime game, ISU won and he scored 63 points. It was a big 
attraction to go to ISU basketball game. Once again, like [inaudible], when I first started at ISU, 
students just walked in for free to Horton Fieldhouse to go to a basketball game. As Collin's popularity 
and the overall progress in the team became more apparent, they had to start issuing tickets in 
advance of the game. And you still picked your tickets up for free and you could pick them up like at the 
ticket office over at Horton or down at the Student Center, which by the way is not the same Student 
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Center as you have now, it's this old rusted structure which is just next to Hovey Hall, to the south of 
Hovey Hall. And you could also get them at [inaudible] of Normal, that's another place you could get 
tickets, and they were free. You just say, you just walk in and say "I want nine tickets," [inaudible] 
however many tickets you want, and they gave them to you. By the time I left I think students had to 
paid but I can't recall that for certain, whether they did or not. The team became so popular that the 
junior varsity team began to benefit from the popularity of the varsity team because the stands would be 
full by half time at the JV games so that you could get a seat at the varsity games. So a lot of guys on 
the JV team got to play before packed houses and I think it probably did a lot for their motivation to play 
and [inaudible]. Those obviously are all the extracurricular activities that are wholesome, all-American 
activities. Like I said, Normal was dry, you had to go down to Bloomington to get liquor, that was not 
really a deterrent in the long run, people would love you. Drugs, marijuana usage was really high when 
I went to school here. I remember, I came from a community, in the high school I went to, there was no 
drugs whatsoever in the high school I went to and it was a big shock to me to come to a campus like 
Illinois State and find out—I lived with these five other guys and four of them did drugs night and day, 
and then to discover that that was the genre of activities on the part of most students. But that obviously 
was an outgrowth of a lot of the social change and social consciousness of the time and I participated 
in that just as much as everybody else did, both in social movements and in using drugs and I'm not 
sorry about that and it doesn't bother me at all that that took place on the campus, that was well-
recognized. By the time I left Illinois State in 1973 the use of marijuana was so prevalent and so 
common on a comparative basis to when I started here that you could see students sharing a joint 
walking up and down on the Quad, down by Reid's in downtown Normal, anyplace in the general 
campus area. There was obviously supposed to be regulations about drinking and marijuana use and 
there was plenty of us in the dormitories with all of the MAs and the RAs in the dorms who were all 
oblivious to that and it never reflected [inaudible] when I was in the dormitories. So there was a whole 
array of ways to have a good time at ISU from '69 to '72.  
Mary Graves  15:05 
What were the prices of things like hamburgers? 
David Hanbury  15:09 
Hardee's over on Main Street, it was a mainstay then and because while I was here, it was while I was 
here that they built the McDonald's that is down there at Main and Beaufort and it was built around that 
time. Hardee's was around for a long time if you go down Main and I think hamburgers were, I think 
they were 20 cents.  
Mary Graves  15:28 
Okay, and movies? 
David Hanbury  15:30 
Normal, the Normal Theater had an ongoing competition with Capen so they would run movies down 
there for a buck and the other place just down in the [inaudible] Cinema, Cinema One, Two, whatever it 
is, I think matinee prices were like a buck and the evening price was like a buck fifty, a buck seventy-
five. 
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Mary Graves  15:53 
Okay, gasoline? 
David Hanbury  15:56 
Gasoline! I could fill up my old man's tank for 47 cents a gallon and it was wonderful. 
Mary Graves  16:04 
Tuition? 
David Hanbury  16:05 
 Tuition was $236 a semester is what I think it was. 
Mary Graves  16:14 
Is there anything else that has really changed that you... I mean, in price? 
David Hanbury  16:18 
The prices for anything that changed... yes, oh yes, Levi blue jeans were only $11.50 and there were 
no such thing as a designer blue jeans, ever.  
Mary Graves  16:36 
What was the typical mode of dress in 1973? 
David Hanbury  16:40 
Combat boots, army fatigues, chambray shirts, old canvas knapsacks to carry our belongings around, 
army jackets were very popular. Jogging shoes were not in—did not exist as a mode of dress, designer 
jeans like I said did not exist, coordinated outfits did not exist. Anything that looked grody, dirty, or upset 
your parents was definitely in.  
Mary Graves  17:07 
Was that for class or for church, how would you dress... ? 
David Hanbury  17:10 
For class that was it, that was all there was. And then in class in the summertime it was mostly cut-offs, 
a lot of guys didn't wear a shirt, no shoes. Church I haven't got any idea, I never went, most of the 
people I know never went. I think that general attendance at church among the people I knew was 
probably about one in every twenty or twenty-five who went and that was it. It's quite a bit different—
that's one thing, not the church attendance but the dress—that's quite a bit different now than what it 
was back then. 
Mary Graves  17:45 
What was the most important national event that happened during those years? 
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David Hanbury  17:50 
There were probably two, maybe three. The most, the first most important national event that comes to 
my mind obviously is the Vietnam War which ran for the entire time that I was in college. The Vietnam 
War provided motivation for a lot of guys to get good grades or get any kind of grades at all, particularly 
if the lottery number which was [inaudible] after the draft, which, for a refresher here, what used to take 
place was every spring the Selective Service Commission would match your birthday with a day, with a 
number, 1 through 365 and that was the order in which your local draft board called registrants in to 
draft them into the military and you quickly found out what the cutoff was for your board. My board for 
example was the Peoria County Board and I didn't have to worry because, God bless, my number was 
352 and my birthday—so my chances of going were slim to none or mutual disaster in which case they 
didn't need me anyway. So every student understood—every male student anyway—understood the 
significance of the draft in his life based on whether the number his birthday was paired up with. Usually 
if its in a major area like Champaign, Peoria, Rockford, etc., if you had a number that was higher than 
about 110, 115, you knew you were safe and even if you dropped out of school, you wouldn't be 
drafted. Kids played a lot of games with the draft boards to stay out. They would switch draft boards 
between McLean County and their home county, they would try all kinds of tricks to make certain that if 
their grades fell down or if basically, if they were taking less than a full load, i.e. they were part-time 
students, they didn't get drafted. There was a lot of, on this campus as with many campuses, there was 
a lot of anti-war counselling going on, there was a lot of anti-war movement and sentiment. The war in 
Vietnam was clearly the biggest national event and the spin-off from that occurred in May of 1970, the 
killings at Kent State occurred where the National Guard sent in by then-Governor Rhodes of Ohio to 
secure the campus at Kent State, the student riots that was going on there. And the students had 
decided that they were going to take over and occupy the ROTC building on campus. So what 
happened was the National Guard surrounded the building, which was up on a hill and the students 
went up there to get to the building and the National Guard shot them. And they killed four of them and 
injured I can’t remember how many and the repercussions of that one event for college students, and 
I’m not saying necessarily [inaudible] of our country, [inaudible] impact on college students [inaudible]. 
Every university in the state of Illinois, every major university in the state of Illinois was closed, campus 
riots at every college, but every college had a stance [inaudible]. Here at ISU, where the flagpole is out 
in the middle of the Quad, the students resolved that they wanted that flag lowered to half-mast in 
honor of the four students who were killed, that was popular [inaudible]. About 35 to 50 Illinois state 
policemen arrived here, were brought in, and they occupied the Quad and it was a stand-off between 
the students and the state police and they brought in a couple of contingents of National Guards here to 
campus. Illinois State had a lot less violence than other campuses. At the University of Illinois I 
remember—had a friend who went there—and they had to go around, the University of Illinois 
administration had the grounds police go around and spray like a lacquer substance over all the loose 
rocks that they used as decoration around the buildings and around the trees because the students 
were using the rocks as weapons against the police and the National Guard and they were bashing out 
the windows of all the administration and ROTC facilities. If you were going to Southern Illinois 
University, which had traditionally always had a reputation as a big party school and a very liberal 
educational institution by Illinois standards—state university standards—was really sad, there was a lot 
of student activity, and it all stemmed from the Kent State incident. The one thing I did want to point out, 
at Kent State [inaudible], the reason why Kent State was precipitated and all the student unrest was 
precipitated at that one particular point in 1970 was because in March of 1970 our fearless leader 
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Richard Nixon had gone onto the radio and TV and informed everybody that in his eyes the only way to 
end the war in Vietnam was by expanding the war into Cambodia and Americans clearly saw—student 
in particular, i.e. draftable students—realized right on that there was not [inaudible] in expanding the 
existing conflict with no indication of an end in sight, no indication of peace talks, no indication of 
anything but more war. The last major national event that occurred while I went to school here was the 
beginnings of the Watergate break-in and the Watergate legacy which ended in actuality after I left ISU, 
but the event itself and all the talk and the interest that became generated in the powers and the duties 
of the president, and how the president stands in relation to the law, all generated out of that time 
period when I was going to school. 
 
Mary Graves  17:50 
What were the most popular forms of entertainment on campus in 1973?  
 
David Hanbury  17:50 
Pretty much all of the things that I mentioned in that earlier question. There is one type of entertainment 
though that I recall, it occurred one time a year, it started when I went to school here, I think it came to 
an end right after I left and I don't know if they've restarted it now. They used to have in the spring, in 
like the first weekend in May, they used The Rites of Spring. Do they still have The Rites of Spring?  
 
Mary Graves  17:50 
[Inaudible] 
 
David Hanbury  24:59 
Rites of Spring was a concert that was held out on the Quad, it was an open-air concert, first year they 
held it was my, I think my, the end of my junior year, they held it on a Friday afternoon. It was an 
experimental student assembly. They wanted to hold The Rites of Spring as a celebration of, you know, 
life, the ending of winter, the beginning spring, the end of school, have a good time, let off a little steam, 
finals were just around the corner, there was some kids that might have been over [inaudible] and they, 
the first year they brought in some local bar bands and The Rites of Spring ran from I think it was 3 in 
the afternoon to about 8 in the evening. Like I said it was an open-air concert out on the Quad and they 
had, the first year they had, I think they had about 6, 8,000 people show up. Well, it became very 
popular and the administration, for—I never understood all the reasons—but the administration of ISU 
saw it as a positive advance so they provided more funding for it the following... 
 
[Side B of tape] 
 
David Hanbury 
Second year around, but they decided that they would try to restrict the use of drugs and liquor at the 
affair. Unfortunately, like I said, it was open air, it was out on the Quad, and there's really no way to 
shut the Quad off. And once the students start out there, you're stuck with whoever shows up. What 
occurred was one of the greatest events ISU ever put on the entire time I was there. They had 20,000 
people show up for it, the bands that they had, the bar bands they got were people who were bar bands 
around here at the time they had The [Eddies?] and REO Speedwagon, both of them like I said were 
bar bands in Bloomington-Normal area that time, they got Richie Havens, they got Country Joe, 
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Country Joe and the Fish, and they had the group Smith and they had three or four other local 
entertainers. And they started at noon and they went to midnight and the turnout was tremendous and 
the students really enjoyed it. They had, they had all kinds of unforeseen problems, so—that they 
hadn't thought of, one of which was mildly humorous, which was nobody had provided for sanitation 
facilities for this event. And you got 20,000 people out there, all of whom were getting bloated on beer 
from noon until midnight and they only left one building open for you to go into and that was the library. 
And the library turned into a real zoo by about eight o'clock at night—and it's not the new library, it was 




Is that what it is, Williams Hall? And what do they use it for now? 
Mary Graves 






It was the only place you get into to use of facilities. And people were lined up, I mean, it was like this, 
like 50, 20 people lined up to get into the library. The library hadn't seen that kind of business the entire 
time it was built. But that one event became like in one year's time an institution and the students really 
looked forward to it. Now I believe what happened to it was the administration finally decided in like the 
third or fourth year—sometime after I left—they did figure out how to restrict it, which was they put it 
over in Hancock Stadium where they could control the entry points in the grandstands, which while it 
does provide a means of controlling it, in fact it totally killed spirit of the event. That was the death knell 
for the event because you if can't have that open air form and at least trust the students to police 
themselves and their behavior at their own university for one day out of the year, then you've got a 
serious breach of trust between students and administration and that's essentially what happened. 
Mary Graves  
Why do you remember about the towns of Bloomington and Normal? 
David Hanbury 
Bloomington at the time only had one real shopping facility and that was Eastland Mall. All the others, 
College Hills Mall, all of them, didn't exist, that whole area that's developed now on College Avenue 
didn't exist at all. The shopping very restricted. Normal, the only thing that you had was one little 
downtown finger that runs like down Beaufort and a couple of those streets down there and that was it. 
That's mostly what I remember. 
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Mary Graves  
What about the use of tobacco and alcoholic beverages? 
 
David Hanbury  
Prolific. Lots of them. Lots of uses of drugs like I said, lot of use of marijuana, no use of cocaine. Very 
little use or any use of any other types of drugs. Mostly just marijuana. The price of marijuana by the 
way then, in case anybody was wondering what you could buy with—marijuana, good stuff for 15 
bucks. And I remember I lived with—one of the guys that I lived with bought it in mass quantities, [I 
recall?] because it made me nervous until I realized that this was the way the times were. He used to 
buy mass quantities and he'd buy like a pound for like 85, 90 dollars. 
 
Mary Graves  
What did you like most about ISU? 
 
David Hanbury 
Most—well, I think that I enjoyed most about going to school here was I came from a community in high 
school that had almost no heterogeneous nature of the population, everybody was all white at the time. 
And when I came to Illinois State it was my first real exposure to people who'd grown up in metropolitan 
environments, it was my first exposure to what it was like to be around Black students, to be around 
foreign students, be around people from other cultures. It was the first time that I really began to realize 
what it was like to have to interact and share ideas and concepts with people who had entirely different 
backgrounds than me and the impact that—what I really liked at ISU was that it forced me to deal 
outside of the ordinary, what was comfortable in your life, what it looked like to expand and deal with...  
 
Mary Graves  
What did you like the least?  
 
David Hanbury 
I'm not certain what I'd like to say that I really liked the least about going to ISU. I didn't have a car, I 
lived off campus in the wintertime. I didn't like that aspect very much. That wasn't ISU's fault, that was 
my own choice. I think that periodically students would grouse around about the fact that Illinois State is 
placed out in the middle of nowhere with nothing around to do, but that point stemmed mostly from 
students who had been used to living in areas that provided a fairly metropolitan and urban setting. I 
didn't do that too much, but I commiserated with them all the time in that complaint. Mostly though, I 
didn't find things at ISU that I didn't like.  
 
Mary Graves 
What were the campus boundaries then? 
 
David Hanbury 
The campus boundaries when I started here were College Avenue on the north out as far as Main 
Street because there was no Union and Bowling-Billiards Center north of that line. West Campus 
existed then and that was the western boundary right out there just beyond Horton Fieldhouse where 
Wright and Wilkins are at, that was the western boundary. The eastern boundary was along Fell Street, 
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where Hewett and Manchester are at. The southern boundary was along Beaufort Street but that's 
probably the boundary that changed the most from—when I first started here, Beaufort Street not a 
four-lane street, it was simply a two-lane street and what happened was the city and the state widened 
into four lanes and there used to be an area down there south of the tennis courts which was called 
South Campus. It was very pretty, had a lot of trees, had a lot of places to sit, lot of [inaudible]. 
Students [inaudible] really liked it. And the state took well over half of that and ripped it out and—in 
order to widen Beaufort Avenue—and that was probably the only real change in the boundaries 
[inaudible]. 
Mary Graves 
In summary, are there any other special memories that you have which we have not already covered? 
David Hanbury 
When I came to ISU, I came, I transferred in from [Virginia?] College and I recall one thing that did 
make a difference and that was not living in a dormitory because I started right away living off campus. 
Not living in a dormitory really provided an opportunity to make as many friends as I thought I could 
have made because a lot of the social life, the friends you're having to make, are made in those 
dormitory arrangements. And most of the people I knew were in my curriculum of study and became 
friends through the academic process and not through my housing situation and that's one of the main 
memories I have, I probably wish I would have figured out some way to overcome that, that little barrier. 
Mary Graves 
Okay, well, thank you very much. 
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